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Vital  Statistics. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Seaham  Harbour  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Keport  for  1918. 

POPULATION  &c.,  AT  CENSUS,  1851-1911. 

1841,  2,036  ;  1851,  4,624  ;  1861,  6,137  ;  1871,  7,132  ; 
1881,  7,714;  1891,  9,044. 

1901. 

Population,  10,163 

Increase  between  1891  and  1901 — 1,119 

Percentage  of  increase — 12-8 

Area  in  acres,  1,101 

Number  of  persons  per  acre — 9’2 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses — 1,813 

Number  of  persons  per  bouse — 7*7 

1911. 

Population,  15,759 

Increase  between  1901  and  1911,  5,596 

Percentage  of  increase,  55 

Area  in  acres,  1,101 

Number  of  persons  per  acre,  14*3 

Families  of  separate  occupiers,  8,169 

Number  of  persons  per  bouse,  4*9 

Seabam  Harbour  is  a  seaport  town,  six  miles  South  of 
Sunderland,  founded  in  1828  by  Charles  William,  Marquis  of 
Londonderry,  K.G. 
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It  is  built  on  clay  soil  and  stands  about  70  feet  above  sea 
level. 

The  principal  industries  are  coal  mining  and  the  manufacture 
of  glass  bottles. 

The  assessable  value  is  £42,694,  and  the  rateable  value 
£47,242. 

The  population  estimated  to  June,  1913,  was  18,000. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  619,  which  is  10  more 
than  the  previous  year.  Of  these  births  335  were  male,  284 
female,  and  10  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  was  34-3  as  compared  with  36*9  in  the 
previous  year,  and  47‘6  in  1902. 

The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham  for  1913 
was  34*3,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  5  years,  33*9. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1913  was  23*9  ;  for 
England  and  Wales  less  the  241  towns,  22*2,  and  for  London 
24*8. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered  in 
each  month  : — 
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\  ,  Months 

Male 

' 

Female 

Monthly 

Totals 

January 

33 

■ 

18 

51 

Februarv  . . 

K/ 

I'  -  <■  r-  .  ’ 

'  -  20 

17 

37 

March 

. 

31 

17 

T 

48 

April 

23 

25 

.  48 

May  . .  . .  . . 

31 

21 

'..52 

'  •  ....  "  •  . 

•  June. . 

35 

.6  : 

61  , 

July  . . 

24 

30 

54 

August 

29 

30 

\ . 

59 

September  . . 

28 

25 

53 

October 

30 

18 

48 

November  . . 

18 

26 

44 

December  , . 

33 

31 

64 

Ye  ABLY  Totals  . . 

335 

284 

1 

619 
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DEATHS. 

286  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  district  occurred.  Of 
these  153  were  male  and  133  female.  Tlie  mortality  rate  was 
15'8  as  compared  with  14-9  in  the  previous  year,  and  15-1  for 
the  Administrative  County  for  1913.  ' 

The  highest  death-rate  recorded  for  the  district  was  25  9 
in  1901. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  this  district  was  263,  equal 
to  a  rate  of  14*6,  as  against  13-5  in  1912. 

The  deaths  of  persons  under  5  years  of  age  numbered  149, 
while  those  of  5  and  upwards  numbered  437. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  101 
were  under  1  year  of  age,  48  becween  1  and  5  years,  19  between 
5  and  25  years,  72  between  25  and  65  years,  and  46  from  65 
upwards. 

Of  persons  belonging  to  this  district  1  died  in  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  2  in  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland,  7  in  Easiugtoii 
Workhouse,  1  on  board  the  S.S.  General  Havelock,  2  in  Sedge- 
field  Asylum,  6  in  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary,  2  at  New 
Seaham,  1  in  Darlington  Hospital,  and  1  in  the  Eye  Infirmary, 
Sunderland  ;  a  total  of  23  transferable  deaths  as  compared  with 
26  in  the  previous  year. 

One  death  occurred  in  a  public  Institution  in  the  district. 

Diarrhoeal  diseases  caused  21  deaths,  as  compared  with  13 
in  1912. 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  were  responsible  for  51  deaths,  as 
against  66  in  the  previous  year. 

All  deaths  were  certified. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — The  following  deaths  occurred  from 
zymotic  diseases  : — 


.aq 
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Enteric  Fever  .. 
Measles  ... 
Scarlet  Fever  .. 
Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas 
Enteritis 


..  1 
..  14 
..  1 
..  4 

..  2 
..  21 


43 


ives  a  zymotic  rate  of  2-3  as 
ana  t)-(3  in  1889. 


compared  with  1*6  in  1912 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases  during  the  years  1900=1913,  inclusive. 


Year 

Enteric  Fever 

Measles 

Diptheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Enteritis 

Whooping  Cough 

Total 

Rate 

1900 

8 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1 

30 

2-7 

1901 

5 

10 

3 

3 

19 

4 

44 

4-3 

1902 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

0-9 

1903 

4 

8 

10 

10 

1 

0 

2 

40 

3-0 

1904 

1 

8 

1 

9 

19 

1-8 

1905 

10 

1 

24 

2 

37 

3-3 

1906 

25 

25 

2-2 

1907 

1 

22 

3 

1 

11 

38 

3-2 

1908 

5 

1 

1 

16 

5 

28 

2-2 

1909 

4 

16 

2 

8 

30 

2-1 

1910 

7 

1 

1 

10 

1 

20 

1-3 

1911 

O 

O 

4 

1 

46 

9 

63 

3-3 

1912 

8 

13 

6 

27 

1-6 

1913 

1 

14 

1 

2 

21 

4 

43 

2-3 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 
DURING  YEAR  1913. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

Total 
Deaths 
whether 
of  “  Resi¬ 
dents”  or 
“  Non-res¬ 
idents  ” 
in 

Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

All  Ages  j 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  2 

2  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  45 

45  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Small-pox 

Measles 

14 

2 

4 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

4 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tu- 

berculpsis) . . 

12 

3 

9 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. . 

'  8 

2 

6 

Kheumatic  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

i 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

I  28 

2 

1 

2 

2 

9 

12 

Bronchitis 

!  14 

7 

2 

3 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

37 

14 

7 

7 

2 

1 

5 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Bespira- 

tory  Organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 

21 

16 

5 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

1  1 

1 

Alcoholism  . . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Dis- 

. 

ease . .  . .  . . 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  &  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 

Premature  Birth 

42 

41 

1 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Suicides 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

77 

14 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

19 

28 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

known 

286 

101 

28 

20 

8 

11 

28 

44 

46 

1 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  Previous  Years. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — This  is  measured  by  the  number  of 
deaths  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  children  born  alive  during 
the  year. 

101  deaths  occurred  in  this  district,  equal  to  a  mortality  rate 
of  163,  as  compared  with  128  in  the  previous  year.  40  infants 
died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  month,  as  against  28  in  1912. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  1913,  and  previous  years 
were  : — 


1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Premature  birth 

...  15 

21 

17 

12 

6 

18 

Congenitial  defects 

6 

6 

3 

4 

3 

3 

Congenitial  debility 

13 

11 

18 

26 

20 

20 

Measles 

...  0 

4 

2 

0 

3 

2 

Diarrhoeal  diseases 

...  9 

7 

8 

31 

10 

16 

Tubercular  diseases 

...  6 

9 

2 

3 

5 

3 

Acute  respiratory  dis’ 

'ses  12 

13 

13 

23 

22 

21 

Convulsions 

...  0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

Other  causes  ... 

...  7 

2 

3 

10 

8 

14 

68 

75 

67 

109 

78 

101 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of 
infants  born  prematurely,  congenitially  debilitated,  and  imper¬ 
fectly  developed  was  41,  as  compared  with  29  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  Notification  of  Birth  Act  has  been  adopted  for  the  County  * 
and  a  lady  health  visitor  appointed  for  this  district.  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  she  has  won  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  is  well  received  everywhere,  and  has  already  done  much 
good  work. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death,  of 
all  infants  under  1  year  of  age. 
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Cause  of  Death 

'  .  / 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

! 

2-3  weeks 

CO 

CD 

CO 

Total  under 

1  Month 

« 

S3''' 

o 

S'- 

,  CO-  ' 

1 

j—i 

CO 

'S3", 

o 

a.,; 

,  ,'co  , 

'  6-9  months 

■9-12  months 

- - - 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

ALL  (  Certified  . . 

CAUSES  1  Uncertified 

/  Smallpox  ...  . . 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  . .  . .  - 

- 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

1 

1 

i.  Diphtheria  and  Croup  .  . . 

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

/Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 

1  eases 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

{7iot  Tiiherculaus) 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

3 

1 

4 

Laryngitis  . .  . .  •  ; . 

Bronchitis  . . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7, 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

3 

3 

1 

5 

5 

14 

f  Diarrhoea  . .  . .  . , 

( Enteritis 

2 

6 

4 

4 

16 

Gastritis  -. .  '  .. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilis  . ,  .  ... 

Rickets  . '.  . . 

1 

Suffocation,  overlying 

■'  . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis . .  ..... 

2 

2 

2 

'Congenital  Malformations 

2 

• 

1 

3 

3 

Premature  Birth  . .  ^ 

11 

2 

3 

16 

2 

18 

Atrophy,  Debility,  '  and 

?  ■ 

‘■i 

Marasmus 

8 

! 

2 

1 

11 

2 

4 

2 

1 

20 

Other  Causes  . . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

8 

26 

3 

3 

8 

40  I 

13 

14 

15 

19 

101 

Nett  Birtlis  in  the  year 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


i 

( 


f  legitimate,  609. 

(  illegitimate,  10. 

legitimate  infants,  95. 
illegitimate  infants,  6. 
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In  the  following  tables  the  chief  vital  statistics  of  this  district 
are  compared  with  those  for  the  Administrative  County  of 
Durham  for  1913  and  previous  years,  and  with  those  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  for  1913. 


Seaham 

Harbour 

Administrative  County 
of  Durham. 

1912 

1913 

1912 

1913 

Mean  rate 
1906-10 

Birth-rate 

36-9 

34-3 

31-2 

30-6 

33-9 

Death-rate 

14*9 

15-8 

13*7 

15-1 

15-8 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ... 

1-6 

2-3 

1-3 

1-8 

1-9 

Infant  Mortality  rate... 

128 

163 

106 

137 

139 

Phthisis 

0-8 

0’6 

0-9 

0-8 

0-9 

Acute  Respiratory  Dis¬ 
eases 

4-0 

2-8 

2-1 

2-5 

2-5 

Birth¬ 

rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

England  and  Wales  ... 

23-9 

13-4 

109 

96  great  towns  including  London 

25‘1 

14-7 

116 

145  smaller  towns 

23-9 

13-0 

112 

England  and  Wales  less  the  241  towns 

22*2 

13-1 

96 

London 

24-8 

14-2 

104 

Seaham  Harbour  . 

34-3 

15*8 

163 

Infectious  Diseases. 
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93  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
72  in  1912. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  this  disease  occurred.  The  smallpox 
hospital  IS  kept  in  good  order. 

Enteric  Fever. — 4  cases  were  notified  and  one  death  occurred  ; 
one  person  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  others 
were  treated  in  their  homes.  I  carefully  investigated  each  case, 
and  found  no  evidence  of  infection  through  milk,  water,  or  “car¬ 
riers.”  Two  persons  contracted  the  disease  in  a  house  the  drains 
of  which  were  found  to  be  in  a  defective  condition,  and  one  was 
probably  due  to  eating  infected  shellfish. 

Tlie  following  table  gives  the  addresses,  &c.,  of  the  persons 
notified 

Address  Age  Isex  Occupation 

1  Frances  Street  -  27  -  Male  -  Miner 

2  4,  Melbury  Street  -  16  -  ,,  -  ,, 

3  llraddyll  Arms  -  36  -  -  Innkeeper 

4  ,,  -  21  -  ,,  -  Domestic  Servant 

Diptheria. — 3  cases  occurred  which  were  carefully  isolated, 
No  death  occurred. 

Typhus  Fever,  Relapsing  Fever,  Plague,  Continued 
Fever,  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  Poliomyelitis.  No  case 
of  these  diseases  occurred. 

Puerperal  Fever. — No  case  occurred.  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  stating  that  although  619  children  were  born  no  death  has 
been  lugistered  under  “accidents  and  disease  of  parturition.” 

Scarlet  Fever. — 38  cases  were  notified  as  against  29  in  1912. 
One  death  occurred.  25  children  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  the  others  were  carefully  isolated  in  their  homes. 
The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  due  in  my  opinion  to  direct 
infection.  33  cases  occurred  at  Dawdon. 

Erysipelas. — -2  cases  were  notified,  both  of  which  proved 
fatal. 
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Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the 
year,  and  caused  four  deaths. 

Measles  was  seriously  epidemic  throughout  the  year,  and 
caused  the  deaths  of  14  children,  all  of  whom  were  under  5  years 
of  age.  This  makes  a  total  of  109  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  last  13  years. 

Epidemic  Enteritis  was  responsible  for  21  deaths  as  com¬ 
pared  with  13  in  1912,  and  46  in  1911. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). — 38  cases  were  notified 
as  compared  with  24  in  the  previous  year  ;  of  these  persons  14 
were  male  and  24  female,  17  were  under  15  years  of  age,  19 
between  15  and  45  years,  and  2  from  45  upwards.  12  deaths 
occurred,  which  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  0-6  as  compared  with 
0-8  in  the  previous  year,  and  2-1  in  1896  (the  highest  rate 
recorded  in  the  district). 

Notified  houses  were  visited,  sputum  flasks,  disinfectants,  and 
“  instruction  cards  ”  supplied. 

Several  persons  have  had  sanatorium  treatment,  some  domi¬ 
ciliary  treatment  and  others  attended  the  tuberculosis  dispensary 
at  Sunderland. 

I  have  at  present  several  contacts  under  observation. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  National  Health  Act 
Santoria  are  intended  for  the  treatment  and  education  of  cases  in 
which  improvement  or  recovery  may  be  expected,  I  would 
strongly  urge  the  building  (in  connection  with  our  fever  hospital) 
of  a  pavilion  for  the  isolation  of  persons  with  advanced  disease. 
Hopeless  cases  have,  at  present,  nowhere  to  go,  and  are  in  my 
opinion  a  grave  danger  to  the  community.  They  drag  on  a  mis¬ 
erable  existence,  and  spread  infection  among  their  families  and 
friends. 

Precaution  against  Infection. — 65  lots  of  infectious  bed¬ 
ding  were  stoved  or  destroyed,  and  65  houses  were  disinfected. 
Disinfectants  were  supplied  free  of  charge. 
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The  Isolation  Hospital. — 1  case  of  enteric  and  25  of  scarlet 
fever  were  treated  during  the  year.  One  death  occurred. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  1918,  and  in  every  year  since  1894. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified 
during  the  year  1913. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 

Total 

Notifiable 

At  Ages  —Years 

Cases 

Removed 

Disease 

At  all 
Ages 

Under  1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

!  25  to  45 

1 

45  to  65 

65  and 

upwards 

to 

Hospital 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

3 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

38 

8 

30 

26 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric'Fever 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . . 

38 

4 

13 

7 

12 

2 

Other’ forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

8 

6 

2 

Totals 

93 

14 

51 

9 

16 

3 

26 

Isolation  Hospital — Name  and'situation  :  Seaham  Isolation 
Hospital,  situated  in  the  district*  Total  available  beds — 16. 

Number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated — 2, 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  1913  and  previous  years 


General  Sanitation 
Housing,  etc. 
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Water. — The  water  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company  has  been  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 
Two  samples  were  analysed.  The  supply  is  continuous. 

Housing. — 192  houses  were  inspected,  making  a  total  of  688 
uring  the  last  three  years,  these  constituted  the  worst  class  of 
droperty  in  the  town.  The  principal  defects  found  were  damp- 
pess,  absence  of  through  ventilation,  no  provision  for  the  storage 
of  food,  defective  roofs,  and  overcrowding. 

Houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose  of 
Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  . 192 

Dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation..  192 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with 


a  view  to  making  closing  orders . 3 

Closing  orders  made . 3 

Dwelling-houses,  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
without  making  closing  orders . 78 

The  alteration  of  38  houses  has  been  arranged  and  will  be 


carried  out  in  the  near  future.  These  alterations  will  abolish  12 
dwelling-houses. 

The  structural  alteration  of  73  houses  is  now  a  matter  of 
negotiation  between  the  U.D.C.  and  the  owners. 

17  dwelling-houses  have  been  demolished  or  incorporated  with 
other  buildings  during  the  year. 

76  new  houses  were  erected,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 

H.  A.  Chapman,  Esq.,  F.R.I.B.A,,  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector,  held  an  inquiry  at  the  Girls’  School,  Seaham  Harbour, 
on  Nov.  3rd,  1913,  relative  to  the  housing  scheme  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  who  have  applied  to  the  Board  for  sanction  to 
borrow  a  sum  of  £9,577  for  the  purchase  of  ground  and  the 
erection  of  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890. 
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In  outlining  the  scheme,  Mr.  Richardson,  Clerk  to  the  U.D.C. 
stated  that  the  area  of  the  Council’s  district  was  1,101  acres,  and 
the  rateable  value  £49,903 — assessable  £45,255.  The  Council’s 
application  to  the  Board  was  for  sanction  to  borrow  a  sum  of 
£9,577  for  the  purpose  of  a  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  for  the  purchase  of 
land  and  the  erection  of  45  working-class  dwellings.  The  ne¬ 
cessity  for  the  erection  of  these  houses  lay  in  the  fact  that  the 
present  living  accommodation  was  inadequate.  The  population 
of  the  Council’s  district  in  1901  was  10,163  ;  in  1911  (census), 
15,759 ;  and  to-day  the  population  was  estimated  at  about,  17,500. 
This  rapid  increase  in  the  population — over  7,000  within  the  last 
twelve  years — had  mainly  arisen  owing  to  the  new  colliery  in  the 
Council’s  district.  Building  operations  during  these  twelve  years 
had  been  very  brisk,  and  between  the  census  of  1901  and  1911 
it  was  estimated  that  no  fewer  than  863  tenements  were  erected. 
Since  the  census  of  1911,  348  houses  had  been  built,  and  about 
30  houses  were  now  in  course  of  erection.  Although  all  these 
houses  had  been  recently  built,  it  was,  he  thought,  freely  admitted 
on  all  sides  that  private  enterprise  had  failed  to  supply  an 
adequate  number  of  houses  to  meet  the  rapidly  growing  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  district,  and  he  thought  he  might  safely  say  that  at 
the  present  time  there  was  not  a  single  unoccupied  house  in  the 
urban  district  which  could  be  let  at  a  rental  within  the  resources 
of  ordinary  working-class  families.  The  Council,  owing  to  a 
want  of  suitable  housing  accommodation,  had  been  somewhat 
impeded  in  dealing  with  properties  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town 
requiring  structural  alterations  and  repairs,  and,  in  some  cases, 
closing  orders,  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  houses 
available  for  removals.  The  Council’s  proposal  was  to  build  45 
three-roomed  houses,  with  a  .scullery  in  addition.  The  houses 
were  self-contained,  with  a  small  garden  to  the  rear,  and  were  to 
be  set  out  in  blocks  of  fives  and  sixes.  There  would  be  24  houses 
to  the  acre.  The  site  covered  an  area  of  1*8435  acres,  and  was 
offered  by  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry  at  £550  an  acre.  The 
site  was  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  Seaham  Harbour  Bottle- 
works,  and  was  considered  to  be  in  a  very  convenient  situation 
for  the  working  classes  of  the  district,  being  within  easy  access 
of  all  the  principal  works  of  the  town — Dawdon  Colliery,  the 
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Engine  Works,  Bottleworks,  Docks,  Foundry,  etc.,  all  being 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  site.  The  Council  asked  that  the  loan 
of  the  land  should  be  for  the  maximum  period  of  80  years,  and 
buildings  60  years,  with  lesser  terms  for  the  street,  sewer,  and 
fencing  works.  Tenders  had  been  invited  for  the  various  works 
and  provisionally  accepted.  The  cost  per  house  on  the  whole 
fencing  scheme — land,  building,  street  and  sewer  works,  and 
— was  just  under  £210.  The  Council  recognised  that  the  scheme 
was  a  large  and  costly  one  for  their  small  district,  but  they 
confidently  hoped  it  would  be  self-supporting,  and  would  be  no 
charge  upon  the  ratepayers  of  their  district. 

Dr.  Cameron,  Assistant  C.M.O.,  Co.  Durham,  attended  and 
gave  evidence  in  support  of  the  scheme. 

I  pointed  out  that  at  the  last  census  there  were  no  less  than 
701  overcrowded  tenements  in  the  district,  and  that  owing  to 
the  want  of  houses  insanitary  property  could  not  be  dealt  with. 

Councillor  Elgey  (Chairman  of  the  U.D.C.)  and  Councillor  J. 
W.  Grant  (Chairman  of  fhe  Housing  Committee)  also  spoke  in 
favour  of  the  scheme,  which  met  with  no  opposition. 

Mr.  Boaz  (Surveyor)  explained  the  “  setting  out,”  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  24  self-contained  houses  to  the  acre.  They  are  arranged 
in  blocks,  some  of  which  contain  six  and  others  five  houses. 

There  are  no  “  through  ”  back  streets,  but  secondary  access  is 
provided  by  13ft.  paved  passages  between  each  block,  leading  to 
4ft.  paved  foot  walks.  Each  passage  is  for  the  private  use  of  the 
two  or  three  houses  on  either  side  of  it,  and  cut  off  from  the 
front  street  by  low  double  gates. 

There  is  no  palisading  or  gardens  in  front  of  the  houses,  but 
each  house  will  have  a  garden  varying  in  size  from  28ft.  by  16ft. 
to  24ft.  by  18ft.  6in.  immediately  at  the  back.  These  gardens 
are  separated  from  each  other  by  substantial  creosoted  military 
palings.  Each  house  will  be  16ft.  wide,  centre  to  centre,  by  39ft. 
deep  from  front  to  back  yard  wall.  The  main  building  will  be 
26ft.  3in.  deep.  The  back  yards  will  contain,  in  addition  to  a 
coal  house  and  a  w.c.  a  clear  paved  yard  of  150  square  feet.. 
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Ashpit  refuse  will  be  contained  in  Dr.  Quine’s  wall  cage  bins. 

On  the  ground  floor  entrance  to  the  bouse  is  by  a  small  square 
vestibule,  with  a  door  leading  immediately  into  the  living  room, 
which  is  situated  at  the  front  of  the  bouse,  and  is  15ft.  Sin.  by  14ft. 

The  pantry  (10ft.  by  3ft.),  which  is  under  the  stairs,  and  has  an 
exterior  light  and  ventilation,  leads  directly  from  the  living 
room. 

The  scullery  (10ft.  by  8ft.  7|-in.),  which  is  in  the  main  build¬ 
ing,  also  leads  from  the  living  room,  and  is  provided  with  a 
water  tap  and  supply,  discharging  on  to  a  glazed  slopstone,  the 
washing  boiler  being  set  in  one  corner.  Boom  has  been  left  in 
the  scullery  for  the  insertion  of  a  bath,  whenever  the  Council 
desire  to  provide  same. 

The  staircase  leads  through  a  door  from  the  living  room  to  the 
first  floor,  and  has  a  square  landing  at  the  bend,  instead  of 
winders.  The  stairs  are  very  easy,  being  Tin.  risers  and  9in. 
treads,  with  a  bold  nosing  in  addition.  There  is  a  small  landing 
at  the  top  leading  to  two  bedrooms. 

The  first  bedroom  is  15ft.  Sin.  by  12ft.  Sin.,  and  the  back 
bedroom  is  lift.  9in.  by  12ft.,  and,  assuming  SOO  c.  feet  per 
person,  will  hold  4  and  S  sleepers  respectively.  An  extra  door 
into  the  large  bedroom  is  provided,  so  as  to  enable  a  sub-division, 
by  means  of  a  studded  partition,  at  any  time,  into  two  small 
bedrooms  of  9ft.  by  6ft.  9in.  and  12ft.  Sin.  by  8ft.  Sin. 
respectively. 

The  ground  floor  is  9ft.  high. 

The  first  floor  is  mainly  9ft.  high,  splayed  to  8ft.  at  the  eaves. 

Water  and  gas  supply  will  be  provided  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company  and  the  Seaham  Gas  and  Light¬ 
ing  Company,  who  will  insert  all  mains  and  connections  from 
their  existing  mains  in  Gallery  Row. 
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The  front  elevation  is  artificial  stone  beads  and  cills  and  com¬ 
mon  brick  facings.  All  other  brick  work  of  local  bricks. 

The  roofs  to  main  buildings  are  of  seconds  quality  Welsh 
slates  and  blue  Staffordshire  ridge  roll.  The  roofs  to  w.c.  and 
coals  are  of  concrete  3  in.  thick. 

The  scullery  floor  and  back  yard  paving  is  of  concrete. 

The  living  room  floor  is  lin.  planed  G.T.  boards  spiked  to 
joists  on  concrete. 

The  living  room  windows  are  2in.  sliding  sash  ;  all  other 
windows  are  2in.  open  wood  casements. 

The  drains  have  been  set  out  in  accordance  with  the  Board’s 
recent  report  respecting  intercepting  traps.  Each  block  of  five 
or  six  houses  has  a  combined  system  of  drainage  with  an  inter¬ 
cepting  trap  and  fresh  air  inlet  at  the  bottom  end,  and  a  ven¬ 
tilating  shaft  at  the  extreme  top,  carried  8ft.  above  the  eaves  of 
the  roof. 

Flushing  eyes  are  provided  at  the  top  of  each  main  branch, 
and  access  collars  are  provided  to  each  gully  ti’a.p,  enabling  clear 
rodding  in  case  of  stoppage,  without  having  to  pull  up  any 
paving. 

Being  in  a  commercial  centre  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
introduce  any  architectural  eflects.  The  whole  of  the  buildings 
have  been  designed  to  reduce  repairs  and  maintenance  to  a 
minimum. 


The  estimated  cost  per  house,  based  upon  actual  tender,  is 
£161  2s.  8d.  Each  house  contains  10,152  cubic  feet,  which 
makes  the  cost  3|d.  per  cubic  foot,  which  amount  includes  all 
gas  fittings. 


ESTIMATED  ANNUAL  BALANCE  SHEET. 
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I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  scheme  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that  the  work 
will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

I  append  plans  of  the  proposed  houses. 

REFUSE. 

Storage. — There  are  in  the  district  740  fixed  ashpits  in  com¬ 
bination  with  ashclosets,  647  fixed  ashpits  not  in  combination 
with  ashclosets,  556  galvanised  iron  receptacles,  134  pail  closets. 
During  the  last  8  years  300  ashpits  have  been  re-placed  by 
movable  bins.  All  new  houses  must  be  provided  with  dry  ash¬ 
pits,  not  exceeding  30  c.f.,  or  galvanised  iron  bins  with  covers. 
There  are  five  cesspools  receiving  sewage. 

Collection. — The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s  em¬ 
ployees,  and  hired  horses  and  drivers.  Ash-closets,  pail-closets, 
and  ashbins  are  cleansed  at  least  twice  weekly  ;  dry  ashpits  at 
least  once  weekly.  The  greater  portion  of  the  collecting  is  done 
by  special  covered  carts,  the  remainder  by  carts  covered  by 
tarpaulin  sheets. 

Disposal,  Cost,  &C. — The  refuse  is  not  sorted,  and  none  of 
it  is  taken  out  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
quantity  used  for  manure.  The  whole  of  the  refuse  (about  20,235 
tons  for  1913)  is  carted  to  a  railway  siding  situs  ted  200  feet  from 
the  nearest  dwelling-house  ;  it  is  then  tipped  into  wagons  and 
conveyed  to  the  south  side  of  the  district,  where  it  is  tipped  into 
the  sea  in  deep  water,  about  500  yards  from  the  nearest  dwelling- 
house. 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  workmen  at  a  cost 
of  1/-  per  load.  They  also  scavenge  the  streets  ;  manure  from 
stables  is  removed  by  the  occupiers  at  least  once  a  week.  For 
the  year  ending  31st  March,  1913,  the  removal  of  refuse  from 
ashpits,  &c.,  cost  £1,480,  and  the  street  scavenging  £520,  a 
total  of  £2,000. 

There  are  in  the  district  1,487  water-closets,  129  pail-closets, 
and  768  ash-closets.  5  defective  ash-closets  were  converted  into 
water-closets. 
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The  U.D.C.  have  passed  the  following  resolution  : — “  That  in 
future  all  new  buildings  must  be  supplied  with  water-closets, 
where  possible,” 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  Surveyor  is  preparing 
plans  with  the  object  of  taking  all  the  sewage  of  the  Urban 
District,  and  that  of  the  Easington  Rural  District  (which  now 
discharges  on  the  beach  north  of  the  Urban  boundary)  to  the 
south  of  the  town.  The  south  pier  outfall  has  been  extended  80 
feet ;  a  new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Cottages  Road  to  drain  the 
football  field  building  sites.  branch  drain  has  been  laid  from 
the  isolation  hospital,  and  new  manholes  have  been  provided  for 
the  embankment  sewer. 

Streets  and  Footpaths. — The  streets  have  been  kept  in 
good  order.  It  has  been  decided  to  macadamise  the  following 
streets  as  soon  as  possible :  Adolphus  Street  West,  Caroline 
Street,  Back  Adolphus  Street  West,  Charles  Street,  Tempest 
Place,  part  of  Londonderry  Road,  part  of  Dawdon  Dene  Road, 
Back  Blandford  Place,  South  Terrace,  and  North  Road. 

Part  of  Longnewton  and  Mount  Stewart  Streets  have  been 
taken  over  by  the  U.D.C. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— There  are  3  in  the  district 
which  have  been  inspected  on  48  occasions  and  found  in  good 
order. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  two  dairy  farms  which 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  good  order.  The 
Council  has  not  caused  any  animal  to  be  inspected  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon. 

Milk  Shops  and  Milk  Supply.  — The  milk  shops  have  been 
frequently  inspected  and  found  in  good  condition.  All  the  milk 
sold  in  the  town  comes  from  outside  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  what  is  supplied  by  the  two  dairy  farms  above 
mentioned. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  14  on  the  register ;  one  has 
been  transferred  from  the  shop  to  new  premises  at  the  back. 
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There  is  no  inspector  with  a  special  certificate  in  meat  inspec¬ 
tion.  No  tuberculosis  meat  was  detected  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Samples  of  food  were  taken  and 
found  satisfactory.  The  taking  of  samples  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  to  the  County  Council. 
No  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred. 

Schools. — There  are  six  elementary  schools  in  the  district, 
the  sanitary  condition  of  which  is  satisfactory.  T  he  children 
are  inspected  by  a  school  medical  officer. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  C.E.  (infants)  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December  owing  to  Measles. 

Adoptive  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890  (Parts  II.  and  III.,  adopted  1894)  and  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act  1907  (Parts  II.,  Ill,,  IV.,  and  VI.,  adopted 
1909)  are  in  force  in  the  district. 

Bye-Laws. — The  revision  of  the  bye-laws  is  at  present  under 
consideration.  The  following  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  allowed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  1899  and  1913. 

Slaughter-houses,  allowed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  1899. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances,  allowed  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  in  1899. 

Common  Lodging-Houses,  allowed  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  in  1899. 

Omnibuses,  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  1901. 

The  Eegulations  respecting  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
have  been  in  force  since  1903. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets  were  revised  and  allowed  by 
the  L.  G.  Board  during  the  year,  the  main  revision  being  the 
introduction  of  the  “  Avenue  ”  type  for  short  streets,  of  which 
several  are  now  in  course  of  construction. 
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Bye-laws  to  regulate  the  Terrace  Green  and  Sea  Banks 
Pleasure  Grounds  are  now  with  the  L.  G.  Board  for  approval. 

The  Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Buildings  are  at  present  under 
revision. 

Inspection  of  Ships. — 107  foreign  and  121  British  ships 
have  been  inspected  and  found  in  good  order,  with  the  exception 
of  want  of  cleanliness  in  five  instances.  No  case  of  infectious 
disease  occurred. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  in  the  town  10 
factories,  10  workshops,  16  workplaces,  and  28  bakehouses,  all 
of  which  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  There  are  no  outworkers  and  no  underground 
bakehouses. 

I  append  the  report  of  Mr.  Boaz,  showing  the  work  carried  out 
in  his  department,  and  am  pleased  to  report  that  he  has  now 
got  an  assistant. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Eustace  Hill  for  the  valuable  reports  he 
has  sent  me  during  the  year. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Tempest  House, 

Seaham  Harbour, 

Feb.,  1914. 


LUKE  G.  DILLON. 
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SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances' 
Department  during  the  Year  1913,  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Seaham  Harbour. 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 

1  Authority 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
after 
Notice 

Dwelling-houses  [  Foul  Conditions  . . 
and  -  Structural  Defects 

Schools  (  Overcrowding 

Lodging-houses 

*5 

1 

7 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . . 

Cowsheds  . 

•  «•  ••  •• 

Bakehouses 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

4 

4 

Slaughter-houses  . . 

5 

5 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

119 

4 

123 

Deposits  of  Befuse  and  Manure 

2 

2 

Waterclosets 

17 

1 

18 

Defective  Yard  Paving  . . 

10 

10 

House 

Drainage 

'  Defective  Traps  . . 

No  Disconnection  from 
Sewers 

^  Other  Faults 

43 

43 

Water  Supply 

Pigsties 

• 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

1 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

Smoke  Nuisances. . 

3 

3 

Cellar  Dwellings  . . 

Other  Nuisances  .. 

Ships 

•  .  •  .  *  •  •  •  • 

5 

5 

Totals 

214 

6 

221 

*  One  notice  dated  1912  abated  in  1913. 


33 


2.  Water,  Food  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  . . 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  . . 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food  . . 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 

,;  ,,  found  Adulterated  .. 

Number. 

*2 

3.  Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  . . 

t65 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

65 

Solnools  yy  •  •  •  * 

n 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or  things  . . 

Convictions  ,,  ,,  ,, 

General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

76 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year 

76 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash -closets 

,,  ,,  Water-closets 

Ash-closets  ,,  ,, 

5 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 

1487 

,,  Pail-closets  ,, 

129 

,,  Ashpit-privies  ,, 

768 

*  In  good  condition. 

t35  after  Scarlet  Fever,  4  after  Enteric  Fever,  5  after  Diptheria,  2  after 
Erysipelas,  4  after  Measles,  12  after  Tuberculosis. 

I  After  Measles. 

FRANCIS  E.  BOAZ,  A.R.San.I.,M.I.Mun.E., 
February  22nd,  1914.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

2 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Factories  . 

22 

3 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

25 

5 

Nil 

Workplaces . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

32 

Bakehouses . 

84 

2 

Total . 

163 

10 

Nil 

2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Particulars. 


(1) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

Want  of  ventilation  . . 
Overcrowding  . . 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors  . . 
Other  nuisances 

\  insufflcient 


Number  of  Defects 
Refer- 

Rem- 
edied  I 

Inspec¬ 
tor 

(3)  I  (4) 


Found 


(2) 


2 

3 


5 


N  u  m  ber 
of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(5) 


Sanitary  i 
Accommodation  , 

) 


unsuitable  or 
defective 
not  separate  for 
sexes  . . 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Wosksho}) 
Act  : — 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouses  (s  101)  . . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 
Other  offences  . . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  which  are  included  in  Part  3  of 
this  Report) 


I 


I 


10 


10 


Nil 


Nil 


Total 


84 


4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Number 

(1) 

(2) 

Factories 

10 

Workshops  . . 

10 

Workplaces  . . 

16 

Bakehouses  . . 

28 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

64 

5. — Other  Matters. 

Class 

Number 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ; — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  (s.  183,  1901)  . . 

.  ^  ,  .  ,,  '  Notified  by  H.M. 

Action  taken  m  matters  inspeotof  . 

referred  by  H.M.  In-  ^ 

spector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  - 

Acts,  but  not  under  the  ^^ts  (of  action 

Factory  and  Worshop 

Act  (s.  5)  /  H.M.  Inspector  . . 

Nil 

Other  . . 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) 


Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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